CONSTRUCTION UPDATE

Top Five Violations for Residential Construction

T

here has been an increase in residential construction projects in 2013.
In April and May the Construction
Safety and Health Division conducted 115
inspections on residential projects, involving 139 contractors. Residential inspections cover a variety of employers and different work activities; from rough framing
to the finish work. If the final project is a
structure that will be lived in, i.e. house or
apartment, it is considered residential.

— three were in the residential sector. In
2013, as of July first, there have been eight
construction fatalities — three were in the
residential sector. Half of the residential
construction fatalities in these two years
were fall-related.

Falls continue to be the most prevalent
hazard on residential projects and a prime
focus area for inspectors. In 2012, MIOSHA
investigated nine construction fatalities

Not having an accident prevention program and no person certified in first-aid
on the job site are two other common
violations on residential projects.

Standard

Rule

The five most frequent serious violations
identified during residential inspections
in April and May 2013 can be seen in the
chart below:

Description

Part 45 – Fall
1926.501.b13 No fall protection at 6 feet or higher – residential construction
Protection
Part 6 – (PPE)
Personal
Protective
Equipment
Part 19–Tools

622.1

No hard hats (i.e. falling objects/obstructions/material
handling/moving equipment/nail guns)

1937.4

No eye protection using pneumatic nail guns

Part 11–Ladders

1124.5

Portable ladders not extended 3’ above landing area

Part 6 – PPE

624.1

No eye protection (i.e. cutting/grinding/drilling/sanding)

GENERAL INDUSTRY UPDATE

OSHA’s New Mobile App: Heat Safety Tool

I

ronments. The app also gives the signs
and symptoms of heat illnesses, first aid
instructions, and OSHA contact information.

The app allows users to calculate the
heat index for their area, by entering
the temperature and humidity. Then the
app explains the precautions needed at
that heat index. The app is for outdoor
workers but can be used by workers in
factories, kitchens, and hot indoor envi-

The high air temperature, high humidity,
and working in direct sunlight can lead to
a range of heat-related illnesses from heat
rash to heat stroke, which can be fatal.
Employers need to train their employees
and supervisors on the early signs and
symptoms of heat illness and control
measures. The three key measures are
drinking plenty of water, rest breaks, and
shade. If employees start to feel light
headed, dizzy, or they stop sweating and

n summer, it is critical for employers
to be aware of the dangers of heatrelated illnesses. In 2011, there were 61
employees who died on the job in the U.S.
due to environmental heat. One way to
stay informed of the heat-related dangers
in your area is to download OSHA’s new
mobile app, Heat Safety Tool.

Patty Meyer, Director
Construction Safety & Health Division
517-322-1856

Crane Operator Certification
Extended to Nov. 10, 2017
On May 22, 2013, OSHA announced their intent to extend the compliance date for
crane operator certification an additional
three years. In order for MIOSHA to issue
a similar extension, a rule change would
need to be promulgated.
In recognition of the federal OSHA action,
MIOSHA will issue a Notice of Potential
Hazard between now and November 10,
2017 for non-compliance with Rule 1008a
(9)(a), Part 10 Lifting and Digging Equipment, which establishes November 8,
2014 as the deadline for crane operators
to be certified. MIOSHA will continue to
enforce all other rules pertaining to operator qualification and certification in Rule
1008a.
For additional information please visit the
MIOSHA website at www.michigan.gov/
miosha.

Carla Mose, CIH, Health Supervisor
General Industry Safety & Health Division
517-322-1809
their skin becomes hot, seek medical
attention immediately.
All OSHA publications for the “Water.Rest.
Shade.” campaign, including the app, can
be found on the OSHA webpage
www.osha.gov/heat

